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New Hyde Park, NY: University Books, 1961)].
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popular masses effectively correspond to the moon, which also indicates their purely
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27



Ameall el 3 OBy n oz Lo 3] S @) 4
sl S el B ) Bl A ol o Je ol ,@L&-

Leagd CU:..M\ N u&b o esld) Il

el S o s J»Lwéjwwsywu\,

‘M 0K 3 Of iy ilzial O K Lad NS00 vl
Aol Al teley Cisd) J8 LT d) “Lwld;:’ G ey A3 G
Mia b il M Jolilyy (ol B 5y o] EREVRHESY
Al s, (e Loy e L o ) S s clais 2\ 5o
/\ | 5 %J,lz.A!\ odn oy Lo L>- S SIA K 13 L 03]
L}a;\cu\.a.xi\.t d)la\wy%u\ﬂ\ N b e p o J"(}cdy’
088 w8 5,501 6 Wy 2T i ay 2V e B e
08 SLAL dals o 2N mpal) Ol Ul e SE s L
s 06 2l e Rl et Y L oy (045 T iy Lali
o G B U ) b s ) Bl plaz £3e (s 5 i
By hoeally 230 gy Sde Lo pny cpde S5 AL AV Liam oy
o) iany OF @t Yy (GBI 3 Lo JpW) 3 Biad) gt b o]
Al o) S5 cd) SLAN s ole gk 20081 3 5dl) Jo o 8
A 0L oy Wl LS Alg cioy oy dile AT (g
o O Ly sl Laghy € 2800 slall e 03) AL,
st o als K0 e B e plam VI s OF7 15) Lo ol Cad
e by i L Sl s Oy el p 01 € €20y
Gy Iy ey b oVl L T blil gred 2] 2SOl K L,
O oo @ony @55 & Jaze Y L Slis Ly el o 4 J) Leed
G Jd s Bl b s S A e Sl ods ol
1) Wl sty Wl 55l L dlidly iz 0Ll o Jolodl
R sl spd sy Lo B a0 36 i g ol B> T 25

28



oSN S e Lo S AL e Y el pea b 8T ) e )
Wyls U s Dgw dls (25 b Lmyls Lie 055 0

s Al il bk 28 Bl e @AY Al
G Jed B ylazal u;c.ugd\) 2l 417 25 line B e
j;. Jo slyw daly SVl &l % CL: L&.v?" Y QoY uﬂﬂf
JJM <ol L;\ A cuﬁ\}\ J'K)\ o (p oday ¢ il r\fuLA
oo de 8 13 Al d‘u@d‘w‘&dﬁw;ﬂf 3%
B oxes Bournouf ' gys AB Lo su4l s L;ﬁ by €Ll
V @l o) o L) Gadl o, @) namraliste dla k) el
Ay ¢y o\g\f\ o AL AE g boady OF die Gl G s
Cdw U 43 J.#-Lbjwu Ay aodal) mﬁw\ﬂw\écufa_.e\
S B IV W PO I I B T PSP S T
sy O el ¥y diegme Ol dalfl L)l s L S5 @ ol
sVl Gl g £53 MY o il 655 o5 UE ) il
bl (3 (maal uﬂ@\ SJ)L.M%}! R (_giﬂ Ca g ol ST chfL%Y\
Y e &) CawMy <gods of vegetation +\3) ubj\ s o cdss gl
el o] VL B Ul @ il Y e s G =
Flas G VLW s Y Sl e by o O Cnaturalism dnl
USRI M\gw S i Y i) e &S ey SirJames G. Fraser )3, 3

s 5 s S “evolutionism ssadl Jss b g o\}.)w)

S il Dl S04 el Y sk bl ol p L
AN SV skl Gl o g5 s Aoy 8l gy € gl
s 0555 0T AY e 88 U S ety oY Gl Lo 4] 1)

5 Eugene Bournouf, the French linguist who deciphered the ancient Avestan language.
See Le Vase sacre et ce qu'il contient. Dans I'Inde, la Perse, la Grece et dans I'Eglise
chretienne (rveprint: Paris: Arche de Toth, 1974). Ed.

6 Sir James G. Fraser, author of The Golden Bough. Ed.
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8 See Perspectives on Initiation, chaps. 26 and 27. Ed.

9 The German mystic Karl von Eckartshausen (1752-1813), whose best known works are
God is Purest Love and The Cloud upon the Sanctuary; and the less well known Russian
mystic Ivan Viadimirovitch Lopukhin (1756-1812), whose writings on the 'Interior
Church' are very scarce. See Waite's lengthy introduction to Lopukhin's Some
Characteristics of the Interior Church (London: The Theosophical Publishing
Company, 1912), and also Chapter vn of Book xi of his The Holy Grail, cited at the
beginning of this chapter. Ed.
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10 From the fact that a letter attributed to Prester John is obviously apocryphal, Waite draws
the conclusion that he did not exist, a singular style of argument to say the least; and
the question of linkages between the Grail legend and the Order of the Temple he treats
in a scarcely less summary fashion. It seems that he is, no doubt unconsciously, in some
haste to brush aside these matters that are both so full of significance and so
incompatible with his 'mysticism'; and, in a general way, the German versions of the
legend seem to us to merit more consideration than he accords them.
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2 See Odyssey, 15:453-4. Ed.

3 Cf The Solar Citadel of the Rosicrucians, The City of the Sun of Campanella, etc. It is to
this first Heliopolis that the cyclical symbolism of the Phoenix should in reality be
related.
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6 This world sim'ta does not seem to be purely Arabic, it probably comes from the Greek
semeia, 'signs’, which makes it almost the equivalent of the gematria of the Kabbalah,
also of Greek origin and derived not from geometria, as is most often claimed, but from
grammateia (from grammata, 'letters’).
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9 The word 'poetry' also derives from the Greek poiein, which has the same meaning as
the Sanskrit root kri, whence comes karma, found again in the Latin verb creare,
understood in its primitive acceptation; originally, then, it was a question of something
altogether different from a mere artistic or literary production in the profane sense that
Aristotle seems to have had solely in view when he spoke of what he called 'poetic
sciences'.

10 The word 'diviner' itself is no less deviant from its meaning, for etymologi- cally it is
nothing other than divinus, meaning here 'interpreter of the Gods'. The 'auspices' (from
aves spicere, 'to observe the birds'), omens drawn from the flight
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1 On the chrismon see Regnabit, November 1925, 'Le Chrisme et le Coeur dans les
anciennes marques corporatives' (Studies in Freemasonry, chap. 13), a text not
included in the present collection but treated again in two articles in Etudes Tradi-
tionnelles which here form chaps. 50 ("Symbols of Analogy') and 67 ('Sign of Four'). Ed.

2 We note too that in the symbolism of Western antiquity the 'wheel of Fortune' has close
links with the 'wheel of the Law', and also, although it may not seem so evident at first
glance, with the zodiacal wheel.
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1 See our articles 'Le Coeur du Monde dans la Kabbale hebraique' and 'La Terre Sainte
et le Coeur du Monde' in the journal Regnabit, July-August and September- October
1926. Cf. also chap. 4 of The Symbolism of the Cross.
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3 La Kabbale juive, Paris, 1923, P509.
4 1bid.,vol.2,pu6.
5 1bid., vol.1, p;oi.
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8 'Isis and Osiris', in Plutarch, Moralia, vol. v., tr. Frank Cole Babbitt (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1936), par. 33, p83.

9 1bid., par. 32, p 79. In India on the contrary it is the south that is designated as the
'right side' (dakshina)\ but despite appearances this comes to the same thing, for this
should be understood as the side to one's right when facing the east, while on the other
hand it is easy to visualize the left side of the world as extending to the right of the
person contemplating it, and conversely—as happens for two persons facing each other.

10 1bid., par. 10, p27. This symbol, with the significance it is given here, seems comparable
to that of the phoenix.
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20 This relates to what has been called symbolically the 'gift of tongues'; on this subject we
would refer readers to the study of the same name [chap. 37] in Perspectives on
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23 The 'Faithful of Love'. The Italian spelling for this association has been used throughout
in preference to the French Fedeles d'Amour. Ed.
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A Guide to Glastonbury's Temple of the Stars, its giant effigies described from air
views, maps, and from 'The High History of the Holy GraalL [First published in 1929;
the most recent edition of this work (London: lames Clarke & Co., 1964) gives the
author as K.E. Maltwood Ed.]

This expression is obviously intended to inform us that the tradition from which this art
derived has been continued in what later became the Masonic tradition.

77



8l 6 Y sVl Ol oiuz\,:;\;ﬁ; OV e &l o
¢sele ) V.@S)Ld\ M‘j g.))\;w ‘y)} V.r.\ JAY} CCMY\J.\AP L5> Lr.lc
u»g,.La.K- \éLchU}fa Wuﬂju.\:}J,\}\w mﬂ\JMYJ

J}L.U JJ r\.c JY\ P d\ @L,a\ fjj C‘\a;.ﬁ-’ ‘\JJL«.J‘ r\fy‘ CL,:)

LA s QI po g calils “zodiac % 5515 dmw L2 510 ﬁ:sj
& uf bz 3 st ode o) 6‘)‘”’ (5 pdand) 5 SULP L;ﬂ\ 735
G O Y mﬂ e Y el ol Y Cc_";\‘ oygd A o h.&a-ﬂ.c
Lk’ g0 M 2 Oy claysy ey com Cond 3N SN CJ
G ama )l SN G psk 08 oSSR Vs 0150 o Yy ok
I AL el el Ol 21 5L ) pehds A ppall o
S F IS Ly J.....C.:f oK) el as \‘/\ ‘ool
ctg‘/)\fbu\ Oyl oot b \JLL:., oK X cu\fé-\ Lder s (60 s
cC [ WO T2 Y PV -S FLEE K NG TV IR R
L L) G s o) () 5N

cu,\ JJ\L; 4.,.1:.9 J, 4.@-, wm&ww\ w\,nuﬁrxe Librd’
@;:J\ 5 65\ obadl sy A e s 6,0\ Lsksz)\)j%"\ dL, Ry 1

o Bl o pe g Lo a,s Gl e oy Lol 8 dall 0L 01 4ty
Lo U 01 My Grail otz L) oKD B4 S o2 0333 e 15U Ol 3
g sy BB 15 e 1R ST A o sl e b Ul wall 0L al

PR ;ﬁy}fia)l,:p\

10 S Gl e

78



4L>U e cCJJu\ olede )] olpl) Ja caw 22 4 ngu ? 5l
S A I (ﬁ.&c LL:..N‘/ LS‘L&H Q\Jd\fjd\,u N)JL&\ Al LSf"
stellar temple &M\ Al ! o}// o CQYJY\ S s 614.43\ fj‘U L:"\
L)) 6}2\&“/1'\&0}4 oA dsb e 0K )y ¢ gall oda A
7)) u\J«J\ N5 ofu\.,,o C.A LS)‘
S ans B o) "Gl T plaiil e L L 55
Lomr sl s L’ 50 R 55 gy et 3V aag s’ bS3
la d\" djl.& M.,Luﬂ\ Y \ ‘}!y Y\ LV.ALA: O\UQCYLSHJ cOgygza
Lyl Akl L) i ol O ,..L»Juu)z} APIS-N | FCH YR
Lo gn9 L2l3 CJJJ\ 5,15 ‘)LL‘J'\.«A d\ug—c“'g-)) )yl odd 4§ L
L.a)cfoa)),adﬂu\uJ»de&\\c;&.\}\w\M
ola 0S5 dm el s d}\ el LJ..,u\ S ol koY s t\»
G pno s 415 Lo V1 1 555 V"” d)}‘wb‘k Gl & gk £ o
QW\C\)CL}&’\ lda el Do ¢’ d)b\ajfcgﬂr»% 2.1
KA 0l Jeay @) Jsaall @)1 Lk, & TS iy ) L1 Jpo )
%) CZ:' Ll Iy o o Wikt 3 CES ‘Kingdom  of  Logres u,.Af)

20 @ 0Ll A ek e e S bl G Lo g ol e oy
ol o O Rishis Cpadl) KL me Loy Sl G I 0O S5 K01 L)
Uther syl jj AR ke Arthur ) QL (o N oy ) e el ol
Pendragon

@,cxw\x,)\ya,\,fqm\uﬁy@omﬁmmu@ ’
Jo s Lo dole <6 aly cOladly 5 ol Gl b 20 b Gpﬁ!\ e )
I B 8 GV Y S a

Adle "y 1 et sl G )y

skl Bl G 153 555 By cCandl e Ll Bm (sl QJ;.;‘"\ LUk, 7
Slols OU B sl s 50 s L Bl ams L S Ly il 1K)
13 GV e e Y ) O o2,

79



56 5 i e Takate L2ly 5, ST AL 05K 6 L gy ¢ olal Lillay
F\@L@L{ <yl 1N g @ i) Lug WK e Lgae) |
Hyperborean 6.&.43\ WY K fm &) cAblun  or Belen o6V
oo o N e B el s 2T <‘w\ 56T o) 0L s < dpollo
m,;\ u\,d\),aﬂ m»)\ Sld) dal 3 L;f;gu oA ) bl
S lelale Y LY 855 Sl 8

Jsl o W it 8 o 2] S ) GY) el Ll 5,
o5l = Y5 ol B el 685D X o) Ly 2y \ﬂ U«W
s JY 4z W) Lkl od, v-@-l’Lu‘ ol V| cols Al 1y 28

2 U Ly 42 bg\yb»wbd\o\ok\/w,\,yuﬁjw v
s L qua.>-..\9)Qu4)Y\o.,\bu»rLLa~bu\J«~ Ve o J4é
Lygw a2 le O] st g Js2s g CPhoenix sl & oy lila) i L4
wode 3 Lol 2zl ally CHeliopolis paadall 4y e’ u“*” LS RNAN
el i de b et Y (opdll bl laall 556 ol s (3 50
Ol Jaall ray95 5 JB 5 a3 fw‘}}baofal\au .\l\g\w.d)g}\f\
GO By (g gt Aude e g J}JAM\&L\J»\ \w\.{\
B | N C(_QJU}MMD@‘},& o O » f"“\u"‘*“g‘ ol
&5l u,,\,dj}JJaJu\ JZ Jab Cdf‘ 4oy Ol By cPhoenix

(S W RO PR W Ve ol <Tombelaine st O Kl el Lo ol rk,a) 10

uﬁwwgu«uﬁu&ww,(ww\w\ﬁm,\;\ﬂw\u@dw

bl wikd) oda St Michael's Hill Solo cile 01 Cmall pop ¢5 0 ) oline
4¢3\ Kingdom of Logres _u s SUL"

Pleiades _us\y J) SN Al & sapta-riksha 1Ky bl s Jplg 27200 50

cequinoctial oMV | solstitial Ve -y (-LA\ Gl de o cd) padl bl ,

V] a1 T o e o ] ol ) 8 Ll )y e ol Y

) 3 3¢ 3 ) ool Ll s g Iy ST L sl Y el o
U5 2 G ) W1 ) (T ¢ Hesperides

80



s L izb 0Ny V1 e LZ}:M KOl
b Cptdd e L@f- Sdoed) OKAL daze &1 K 4 all g ska
Osx8) g ’Z\SMBKH 2oy olact f o) Co Aj,eu L 984 ‘Phoenicians
Le Jn: A SN o lz.d\ J.,a‘}f\ B e Y d».a. Y} c513 Lol 3

5 Sopas g zn 3515 & Aquarius JA) g L) ,) 5
oK \!\ uwd Wy ;& 5 «Phoenix C)\ woasds K uLa\JUaJ A6 520
oy ¢ PLlE G oyl gesthl il Tlalias 0T cthe Grail > 4
L;La}wdavdb) c@\db&:—d‘ﬁ\w@%‘y )\’d\gﬂ\
g B Gl s Gy oy csls LA wu\{ 3l S
Lisnel s & o/
s s)ﬂ;\zmcw\aeﬂ\gtlf wl ST s ol
o o) 8515 dl e ) 31 abye (KIS Ol
o bl il el bad w3 SV Gl de,2 AL e, il O
ade - ez b sy ale 0K Ll coms p g Jbll s ta b
oo Gobels a2y Lo 65wt ol 530 08 Ly (il K
Nyl pr e Bl oy O o 32 i1 Ly ¢ e ikl Lols
5 Ml o) 08 Qs oSS O G (AT BBl 3 Bo sy ¢ ohadl
o A oo VL 3 Vs )l Sy e ] (] ‘Lﬂb
B2 YT A e 05 a5 A o L) 8 13 ) o

| Ganymede 4,8\ Jif L ssle Aquarius J) T Wiy Tkl W) 7Ol 6.\) 12
gl ill po Uiz g lly s o 48305 ambrosia OV Gy s 2
PSRN

Al Ad ety Sl ol g6 5 5 Ul ’(H,J\ A’ ol 1

81



(wwauﬂ\&aouwwjﬂw\ \,Ju\;b\/jc E»J\Lr;
c&f\ < gre o.,\c) Cimmerians O g j&\ L u.w.:&j\ s)M.'y Somerset
‘/Y\ \»ﬂc\i\,bb\wb}xz; uf 6\:‘)9 &‘Myt‘/‘\ i_)‘y\)

de}?\ u\ﬂd \fv\j} 4\9)..3.\ uL:Y\ o bJL SE K cm\),\: Ja.é-

il @3l cdoly S 3 ezl Lo bly cbolf Tands 133l 5 Losls 0 aliall 0T
L@.b ‘J})La.-LMALb Ld;\' L\J})l’"— la-\)b‘)\ QK }) K}J\::) ‘WT)\ 13 &_)‘)léé\fw\n L8

s dat ol

82



1oVl SVl ) 315 13

@\, G\ castes Qe o4& Ll AM. Hocart uJK,a ol
Sl G ol BT a5 L 8 Sl st T e Lgapuie Ty ) plis
sl o g g?>- dhl ‘_}cfa,.?‘y gl o ol Ji Lf 6515 0 &
ity Mol gl oldl aal )l e ssley e 2T 53 3 e alte]
It 02l it 41 35 e I b 3 dadd) s o,
e B Dol Ty Cpdl Laald) Kty 6201 L Lt Kl ki

2oV plasl oS0 i al) G Ulo Llls ’t"j’ o gl OE 158,
rl&\éalb L,XM 2V s 0l Jsa) el Yy LalE a3 J.au- Sodd |
224 oLl f FPORSYECH J I R PRE VRN R NF!

LBl oy aydll alally 5 )

OM\JﬁW\@ﬂQM&S&L}OKO){)&ﬁ
d}\ L}L&Q\w LK,LL\RZ.LJ\)L&\& aLhS-Lrvw OK} CMC)‘}H
L;A.,a\a-) CCLJ\L;L’L.MLg‘Jé} cdf“\dwj \J; \,\b cSla b
Oladel) ol doed el O e Lg\ me/.:/, oB\ 3 dbj.}l\ (" JLM
&..)L,wY\ (’49 S 9 Lslal S Y cd)\.:‘\dtq.)\ Je Celix) 58 @JY\
oY QL@%—\&:M\J&L&'/}\

o Les Castes, [tr. from English by E.J. Levy and J. Auboyer (Paris: Paul Geuth- ner,
1938)], pp46 and 49. [English translation, Caste. A Comparative Study (New York:
Russell & Russell, 1968), “d.]

10 Ibid., p55-
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1 It is from the same root, aith, that the word ait her derives, and the ether can be
considered as a kind of higher fire, that of the 'Empyrean Heaven'.

3 In China, the attribution to individuals and to things of their 'correct designations' was
traditionally one of the functions of the sovereign.
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2 This italicized English expression, and the others to follow in this chapter, were printed
in English in the French text. Ed.
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4 Marius Lepage, 'La Lettre G' in Le Symbolisme, November 1948; article in the
Speculative Mason, July 1949, written in connection with the previous article and from
which the greater part of the information used here is drawn.
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5 Prichard, Masonry Dissected, 1730.
6 See The Esoterism of Dante, chap. 2. Ed.
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10 In the article of the Speculative Mason from which this citation is taken, the swastika is
mistakenly called gammadion, a name which, as we have noted on several occasions,
was really applied in former times to different figures altogether (see 'Al-Arkan chap.
45, where we have reproduced the figure); but it is true nevertheless that the swastika,
although never having borne that name, may also be regarded as formed by the union
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of four gammas, so that this rectification of terminology alters nothing in what we have
said here.

11 We will add that the divine name Yah, which was just mentioned, is linked more
especially with the first of the three Grand Masters of the seventh degree of operative
Masonry.

12 It might be objected that the documentation presented by the Speculative Mason
concerning the swastika comes from Clement Stretton, and that the latter was said to be
the chief author of a 'restoration’' of the operative rituals in which certain elements, lost
under circumstances never fully explained, were probably replaced by borrowings from
speculative rituals, borrowings which cannot be guaranteed to conform to the old ones;,
but this objection is invalid in the present case since we find no trace of anything like
this in speculative Masonry.

13 See also The Great Triad chap. 25, concerning the 'City of Willows' and its symbolic
representation by a bushel measure filled with rice.

14 It may be interesting to point out further that in the Kabbalah, the yod is considered to
be formed by the union of three points representing the three supreme middoth and
arranged as a set-square; the latter, moreover, is turned in the direction opposite that
of the Greek letter T,' which could correspond to the two opposite directions of rotation
of the swastika.
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[ 'Un ancien emblfme du mois de janvier', Regnabit, May 1925.
2 'A propos de quelques symboles hermetico-religieux', Regnabit, Dec. 1925.
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3 Roman Breviary, office of December 20. [This antiphon is taken from the Breviary as it
existed before Vatican Il. Ed.]

4 The name of Diana, the lunar goddess, is but another form of Jana, the feminine aspect
of Janus.
5 The only difference is that these symbols are generally Sol-Luna in various forms, while

it seems that Janus-Jana may be rather Lunus-Luna, the head often being surmounted
by the crescent.

6 This is also why certain languages, such as Hebrew and Arabic, have no verbal form
corresponding to the present.
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7 The trident (trishula), attribute of Shiva, is the symbol of the triple time (trikala). [Cf.
The Great Triad, chap. 22. Ed.]

8 This also has been omitted in the wake of Vatican 1. Ed.

9 In the symbolism of the Sephirothic tree, which represents the totality of the divine
attributes, the two lateral 'columns' are respectively those of Mercy and of lustice, at
the summit of the 'middle column' and dominating the two lateral 'columns' is the
'Crown' (Kether)-, its position, analogous to the crown of Janus (see figure n) in
relation to the key and the sceptre, would seem to invite a comparison justifying what
we have just said about its meaning: this would be the principial power, unique and
total, from which proceed the two aspects designated by the two other emblems.
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10 In The King of the World we have explained more completely the symbolism of the right
and the left, of the 'hand of justice' and the 'hand of blessing', which is also pointed out
by several Fathers of the Church, and especially by St Augustine.
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13 This barque of Janus could move in both directions, forward and backward, which
corresponds to the two faces of Janus himself.
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14 The sceptre and the key are moreover both related symbolically to the 'World Axis'.

15 De Monarchia, in,i6. — We give the explanation of this passage from Dante in our
Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power.

16 We should mention in passing—although we have pointed it out on several occasions—
that Janus had yet another function: he was the god of the corporations of artisans, or
Collegia fabrorum, which celebrated the solstitial festivals of winter and summer in his
honor. This custom was continued among the corporations of builders, but within the
world of Christendom the solstitial festivals came to be associated with the two Saint
Johns (whence the expression 'Lodge of Saint John', which has come down to modern
Masonry). This is an instance of the adaptation of pre-Christian symbols, something all
too often misunderstood or misinterpreted by moderns.

17 This obviously relates to what was said in the preceding note concerning traditions
preserved by the corporations of builders.
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21 One should write 'pantacle’ (pantaculum, literally 'little all’), and not 'pen- tacle’, as is

too often done; this orthographic error has led some to think that the word is related to
the number 5 in some way and that it should be taken as a synonym of’pentagram’.
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Among the Greeks these two hemispheres were represented by the round coifs of the
Dioscuris [Castor and Pollux], who are the two halves of the egg of Leda, that is, the
swan's egg, which, like the serpent's egg, represents the 'World Egg' (cf. the Hamsa of
the Hindu tradition).
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Cf. our study 'The Hindu Theory of the Five Elements’, in Studies in Hinduism, chap. 4.
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15 In this respect it is interesting to note that the head of the fish, which gave its form to
the head-dress of the priests of Oannes, is also the form of the mitre of Christian
bishops.

16 This explains the link between the dolphin symbol and the idea of light (cf. L.
Charbonneau-Lassay, 'Le Dauphin et le crustace’, in Regnabit, January "?" and Le
Bestiaire du Christ, [chaps.®® and®’ [a partial translation is found in The Bestiary of
Christ (New York: Parabola Books, 1991, £r306-308)))- - glso to be noted is the role
attributed by the ancients to the dolphin as rescuer of the shipwrecked, of which the
legend of Arion offers one of the best known examples.

17 This 'Woman of the sea' must not be confused with the mermaid, although she is
sometimes represented under a similar form.

18 The Dea Syra is properly speaking the 'solar Goddess', just as primeval Syria is the
'Land of the Sun’, as we have already explained, its name being identical with Surya, the
Sanskrit name for the sun.

19 In Hebrew, the two names Esther and Sushana have the same meaning, and in addition
are numerically equivalent: both add up to°" By placing the letter he—sign of the
definite article, with a value of " in front of each, the number is brought up to 666, from
which some have not failed to draw more or less fanciful deductions, for our part, we
mention this as a mere curiosity.
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20 Moreover, Ea holds before him, like the Egyptian scarab, a sphere which represents the
'World Egg’.
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1 Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power, chap. l.

2 Cf. The King of the World, chap. 10, especially as concerns the relationships between
the Hyperborean Tula and the Atlantean Tula (Tula being one of the primary
designations of the spiritual centers). See also 'Atlantis and Hyperborea' in Traditional
Forms and Cosmic Cycles, pt.” chap L.
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6 Whence the English boar, and also the German Eber.
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7 See The King of the World, chap. 7, where we indicated also that the Latin word coelum
itself originally had the same meaning.

8 Let us also point out as a possible connection that the Germanic root ur, which has the
sense of primordiality’, may also be related to the Sanskrit var.
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10 Here it is appropriate to add that the two symbols of the boar and the bear do not
necessarily always appear in opposition or conflict, but 10 In English, bear; in
German, Bar.

11 In this connection, we have already had occasion to point out that Fabre d' Olivet and
those who followed him, like Saint-Yves d'Alveydre, seem to have rather strangely
confused Parashu-Rama with Rama-Cliandra, that is, the sixth and seventh avataras of
Vishnu.
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12 These 'seven Lights' persist in Masonic symbolism: the presence of the same number of
persons representing them is necessary for the constitution of a 'right and perfect’
lodge, as well as for the validity of initiatic transmission. — Let us note, too, that the
seven stars spoken of at the beginning of Revelation (1:16 and 20) would be, according
to certain interpretations, those of the Great Bear.

In Greek, the wolf'is LUKOS and the light is LUKE\ hence the epithet LYCIUS (Lycian), with
its two meanings, which is applied to Apollo.

Deipnosophistarum, 9:13.
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There are yet other curious parallels in this regard, notably between the golden apples
of the legend of Atalanta and those of the garden of the Hesperides or 'daughters of the
West', who also were daughters of Atlas, as were the Pleiades.

Moreover, it is probable that the name of the Celts, like that of the Chaldeans, which is
identical with it, was not originally that of a particular people, but of a sacerdotal
caste, exercising spiritual authority among different peoples..
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See the article of P. Genty on 'Thor and Parashu-Rama’', in Le Voile d'Isis, December
1928.
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/ The Elements of Buddhist Iconography [New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal, 1979 (first
edition 1935)].

O pall 53 ol b b laypde s Loy b Wl ods (3 G pasll 22500 ods LSS
oWy oW 6l VS 5ol 323 Uops Ghaty Lt OLE oo 22501 % 4
b Ay e O il Gy Ol el Ls Jg g ¢l

b b (ke e el (g2 b o ‘/‘Y\ oK & @L),; Als s A dy
Sodkd Bsy (3 Al Lt )

146



bl iole s u«)&nj.u‘ s

ALY

s AU e Bl wielo e 146 ) ol OVYs Sl
b p et Ll sl d\,d\)b ¢3gdily pacd) ooy (Lw\/\ oy
ods Jo By DAY KL A, & 5 A syl QU8
o oS MW O] sy G e Sy g Szl
SIS ey 0LV, sV il A §1 u\fm Lz
e sl G s a0 Je 2351 o) s &l )
&l A &) s daddl &l AW AL 5 By WL 5 o4
O S

W5 e L) s LUl @) G sl T U] s,
55 AT s 0y A Laling 2 bl 31 557 (s cpadl
S AN AR PR RS  R P IR FR ] ol B9 BTRAN
LBl y 70y gl o Ble Bl s on SNE A3V G 2
oy liely S el s B Loy i (o) il (o530 2o el
Shedl b p o AU i e 8 ¢ JJK\»W

dlen oo 40 e B0 oo o Gl B s i OF Y,
FPORA) g\c 3 > | %) By Al Waddl 587 oa ch"/)\ CM\
sl QW) ol say solution OLad)l O dsle Laiy (cdlly cslul

OJJo (_g.)“ a)}j..a.\ d‘)&ﬂ LM g_,.}-" ol ﬁ.ﬂ) ‘Lﬁ")y\ \c‘)jk.w\ 10 44‘))@}\‘ 12
)Ks\[\ o Mu o2V iy L) A o (_;\ cc6£’\ b, ¢

6 ke NI WP LE 5zl J,,A\ %y Gl G Ul bls b

.kl U C”b 13

plady Gl wislo 01 5le) o o Y LAl Mgl andal Bl oo pis b oy 14
il AR 8yt G 0T SHE U e G el o 01336 at]

generation and corruption s\dly A& b o)) 4D olesle Ok »y 15

147



bl iole s u«)&nj.u‘ s

Al “coagulation {0 o Lo JHNI Cilbly dlie Lag gl sl
‘Gordian knot AR 5031’ %2y s f.'v; § el il 3 poin
g“ LGJ"\ ‘Mwm S S 4/\,@; caind S| Leakad el
s o LSy e pldl L g e Gy Cvital kot % yek) 54kl
S0 L) ) o)y Lo

et @M&Lm o A ey /Jﬁwa\;\( \J«,\,
Com clavis LAl o (o 3 Celavus )7 pa VT ol L) \Jk,
sl 3 Woon bt LY b dige Jo <Y Leost aall o
G Lidlee el Y L;JJ Sl A @5 o2 o5 ol3 bl 3y
B 5l e Gl YT il G G ol Sl 38 (Gl Vs
odls OLsdl o Tene bl B0 ) L;\vmuuv@d,wu.\;

G s A5 LS Ol G oL G A Ll i dles oo Lag By 16
O A Sy Bl 3 Dl

S el el 4] e ) :«,J,wn 30 205 ST i lll o S 3oy 17
i ALl e Jadl i SLA el Gl G 2 K JE o

ISERWERSAY] odn G AP %oy 100y soo U O 0ds Ol himSe 2y 18
wwwwuugum;}@

148



bl iole s u«)&nj.u‘ s

r%}f\ o 27

ol 55 Loiey Ul Gos w3V Ll 31 QW1 G slaall

AT L e B ALl O] b k2 Yy (S8 G e PRARES P
gbuwﬁquu\ \J@OQ Muqu;&,rmm,
> ol Lre L L;f-‘ﬁ\ QLJY\ V.E.M 3 839 g0 Lr\ K cfﬁw\f\
ug":l")"’)‘ W&bﬁhuﬂy bm\;c...l\aj)mf,\;u\gj;
G GE Uy o)l jpanll Gt 206 Jay cboy® Bl acg
Y il oped] S Gy clamm) Slawie G 4 C3EE ) o)
Je s RN Jodl ys iz e oS 8] s Lol ozl S
sl eall o BT Y, o blel 3 s ke A ) s
sl G CAL IS 05 ol aY LY ol ® o0 2 L
S sﬂfm Sl Gl o ey S U ey e Wiy Pl
3 01 YL ¢SV bliag Wl o dmly ile 2y ekl U o
i b Ol S e o ae L) O8Il dedan LI )
o et 1 0L e e s Cum oy Wil Ly e o 4 Je
c,\a-).)\) (:U:.J\ o2l gl A.LU\J,,;L,J\ L;\ ul,.\; 3 vdé ) AN
WY oAl gl L) bl 3 L>j) (" @,s*-\ 3 L>) /Y\ oK 4 \jw}
O Aol olall deg e Jens f oo LYy OIY) gad Lag ol

134:10 3

149



debelole o0l e

(.Lwdbv,c.srgs,\l\pu\}zwu\kgﬁbo\dyds J‘LMLpM
Lolal 8 plar C2 sl d2 2 K02 - L)) wll)
s 35 ) BBV O] L Gl Yy col Lhitl £)) g
2o A oldll G 3Ll 3y

Lo e § L M1y sledd cime Jo WY1 SN g5kt
Slel oo Lor" 80 8 (3 ¥l by 315 550l e el 2o
o SV Lkl sl Bler A1 2 gy s sl 4 sl
Syl V] s cad) Ll b wal V) O A s € sl
Y el sl ;L@A’-Cl@bd\ Jsdl sl - jcj{Y\ sled W
ol Wl 3 Y1 g Ly LU L 1

B 4 e @l Ma Oglalx ol
dbs da>e Jz\!\dcuf.la.w);.\l\ oy id|
uJA—\JAUa» \j\a- cobdl (01 o dnd]
ler Al o Gt g 4Ty sl all
sha Y ocad) e wl e Ll any i
) exb o 85 S

Al ) u) ) jala
oLl o) Wbl 3 5 B S R ] i) el e
38 Liv 18 b O odd il 5 by Fly bie o F)
3 A Belo [l e Sy L 5 @l copdly JBBI T oy Bniad
|y ] Lgro

2 We have treated these questions more fully in The Symbolism of the Cross, chap. 8.

3 It must be understood, of course, that this is so only when it is dictated by motives of a
traditional order; all other warfare is harb and not jihad.

4 Naturally, this is no longer true for the weaponry of modern wars, if only because of its
'mechanical’ character, which is incompatible with any true symbolism; it is for a
similar reason that the exercise of mechanical trades cannot serve as basis for a
development of the spiritual order.

5 See A.K. Coomaraswamy, 'Le Symbolisme de I'epee’, in “" 710 January ' the

citation which follows is taken from that article.
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6 Here the function of the Brahmins and of the Kshatriyas may be said to correspond
respectively to inner and outer warfare, or, according to Islamic terminology, to the
'greater holy war' and to the 'lesser holy war".

Satapathe Brahman.

8 In Japan, notably, according to the Shinto tradition, 'the sword is derived from a
lightning-flash archetype, of which it is the descendant or hypostasis' (A.K.
Coomaraswamy, ibid.).

9 Rev. 1:16. We see here the union of polar symbolism (the seven stars of the Great Bear,
or the sapta-riksha of Hindu tradition) and solar symbolism, as we are going to find in
the traditional meaning of the sword itself.

10 The one in question is 'he who was mounted on the white horse', the Kalki- avatara of
the Hindu tradition.

1 Ibid., 19: 15.
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12 Mention must be made here of the Aegean and Cretan symbol of the double axe; we
have already explained that the axe is especially a symbol of lightning and therefore a
strict equivalent of the vajra [cf. chap. 25 above].

13 On the double power of the vajra and other equivalent symbols (in particular the 'power
of the keys') see our treatment in The Great Triad, chap. 6.

14 Without being able to dwell upon this question here, we ought to at least recall by way
of example the relationship of the two points of view in the Greek symbolism of
Hyperborean Apollo.

15 On this point too, please refer to The Great Triad, chap.”
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The sea that surrounded the isle of Ogygia, consecrated to Karneios or to Kronos,
was called the Kronian sea (Plutarch, De facie in orbe Luna:). Ogygia, which
Homer called the 'navel of the world' (represented later by the Omphalos of Delphi)
was moreover only a secondary center, having replaced Thule or primeval Syria at a
time much nearer our own than the Hyperborean period.
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10 The same assimilation is naturally valid for other animal weapons, such as the tusks of
the elephant or of the boar, the pointed form of which, moreover, is similar to that of
horns. — Let us add, however, that the duality of horns (and also of tusks) precludes
‘axial' symbolism from being applied to them; in this respect they are rather
comparable to the two lateral points of the trishula, and this is also why we speak here
of luminous rays in general and not of the 'Celestial Ray' which, both from the
macrocosmic and microcosmic points of view, is an equivalent of the 'World Axis'.

11 It must be noted that here the idea is not confined to that of a legitimate * power, but is
extended to every power whatsoever, whether malefic or benefic: there are the horns of
the Lamb, but also the horns of the Beast.
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! W. F. Jackson Knight, Cumaean Gates, a reference of the sixth Aeneid to the initiation

Pattern [Oxford: B. Blackwell, 1936].
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7 It would certainly be much more accurate to compare this 'golden bough' to the Druidic
mistletoe and the Masonic acacia, not to speak of the 'boughs' of the Christian feast that
bears this name precisely [i.e., 14; Dimanche des Rameaux, or Palm Sunday] as a
symbol and pledge of resurrection and immortality.
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8 Jackson Knight mentions these labyrinths, but attributes to them no more than a
religious meaning. He seems to be unaware that their design was in no way derived
from exoteric doctrine, but belonged exclusively to the symbolism of the initiatic
organizations of builders.

9 In order not to digress, we will not dwell on the 'labyrinthine' walk of certain
processions and 'ritual dances', which as the author says present above all the char-
acter of 'apotropaic' or protection rites, thereby belonging to the same order of
considerations. It is a question essentially of stopping and turning aside malefic
influences by a 'technique' based on the knowledge of certain laws according to which
these influences exert their action.
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10 Prehistoric caves were probably not habitations, as is commonly believed, but sanctuaries
of the 'men of stone', understood in the sense we have just indicated. It is then, in the
traditional forms of the period in question, that the cave would have taken on, in
relation to a certain 'occupation’ of knowledge, the character of a svmbol of spiritual
crenters and the place of initiation.

11 A similar case in this connection is that of the 'labyrinthine’ figures traced on walls in
ancient Greece in order to prevent malefic influences from gaining access to houses.
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1 Man and His Becoming according to the Vedanta, CHAP. 3 (SEE Chandogya Upanishad,
M.14.3 AND VIN.1.1.)

2 . .
Cf. The Masonic expression 'to be under cover'.
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! Katha Upanishad 111.1; cf- Brahma Sutras 1.2.11-12.
See Studies in Hinduism, chap. 1. Ed.

Cf- A.K. Coomaraswamy, 'The Darker Side of Dawn' and 'Angel and Titan, an Essay in
Vedic Ontology', In the Jurnal nf the American Oriental Society (1935), 55, PP373-419.

7 The Great Triad, chap. 5.
Mundaka Upatiishad in .1.1; Svetasvatam Upanishad iv. 6.
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9 This representation can be related to the fact that the Arabic word for heart (qalb) literally signifies that it i nverted' position
(magqlub). Cf. Titus Burck- hardt, 'Concerning the Barzakh' [in Mirror of the Intellect (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press,
Albany, 1987), chap. 19].
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"2 In ancient Egypt, the vase was the hieroglyph of the heart. The 'cup' of the Tarot also
corresponds to the 'heart' of ordinary playing cards.

""'3 In India, the inverted triangle is one of the chief symbols of the Shakti; it is also that of the
primordial Waters.

! Chiindogya Upanishad hi.14.3.

) 1t is known that Dante places the Terrestrial Paradise at the summit of a mountain; this

location is, then, indeed that of the spiritual center in the 'primordial state' of humanity.
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1 One could say, according to the same schema, that if the mountain is replaced by the

pyramid, the inner chamber thereof is the exact equivalent of the cave.
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8 Yatha pinda tatha Brahmanda (see Man and His Becoming according to the Vedanta,
chaps. 13 and 19).

9 For a further development of this point see The King of the World; and it may be noted
also that the assimilation of the 'second birth' to a 'germination’ of the luz clearly recalls
the Taoist description of the initiatic process as 'endogeny of the immortal’.

10 The serpent coiled around the 'World Egg', and sometimes represented around the

Omphalos and the baetyl is, in this respect, Kundalini entwined around the 'kernel of
immortality’, which is also connected with the symbolism of the 'black stone'. It is to this
'inferior' position of the luz that direct allusion is made in the Hermetic formula: Visita
inferiora term, rectificando invenies uccultum lapidem; the 'rectification' here is the
'setting upright' which, after the 'descent, marks the beginning of ascensional
movement, corresponding to the awakening of the Kundalini; and the continuation of
this same formula designates the 'hidden stone' as veram medicinam, which identifies it
also with amrita, nourishment or beverage of immortality.

Let us note further that the designation 'golden embryo' suggests a certain link with
alchemical symbolism, thus confirming parallels such as those indicated in the
preceding note; and we shall also see that the initiatic cave corresponds in a
remarkable way to the Hermetic athanor. There is no reason to be surprised at these

175



bl iole s u«)&nj.u‘ s

similarities, for the process of the 'Great Work', understood in its true sense, is fun-
damentally nothing but the very process of initiation.
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1 Cf. A.K. Coomaraswamy, 'The Virgin Suckling St Bernard', Studies in Comparative
Religion, Summer 1970.
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6 This obscure sight is the vision quasi per speculum in xnigmate [as in a mirror darkly]
of which St Paul speaks (I Cor. 13:12); what appears as manifested in the 'cosmos’ is
really only a shadow or a 'vestige' of the transcendent reality, but in any case this is
what gives it its value as symbol of that reality.
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3 In the high grades of Scottish Masonry, such is the case at the 13th degree, called
'Royal Arch', but which, in spite of certain similarities, must not be confused with what
in English Masonry constitutes " ™" qs distinct from Square Masonry. The
'operative' origins of the Scottish grade in question are in any case much less clear; the
14th degree, or 'Great Scotsman of Sacred Vault', is also conferred 'in an underground
and vaulted place'. It is worth noting in this connection that in the upper grades there
are many particulars of diverse provenance which have not always been integrally
preserved, nor without confusion, to the extent that, in their present state, it is often
quite difficult to determine exactly their real nature.
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6 The 'transfer' of certain constellations from the polar to the zodiacal region relates to
this same passage from one symbolism to another, a 'transfer' we have discussed
elsewhere (see The King of the World, chap. 10).
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It should be noted that the zodiac frequendy represented on the portals of medieval
churches is arranged in such a way as to indicate clearly this division of the annual
cycle.

See for example Bhagavad-Gita, 8,23-26, and cf. Man and His Becoming according the
Vedanta, chap. 31. — An analogous correspondence is found in the monthly cycle, the
period of the waxing moon being similarly related to the deva-yana, and that of the
waning moon to the pitri-yana. The four lunar phases can be said to correspond in a
more restricted cycle to the four solar phases which are the four seasons of the year.
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The 'door of the gods' cannot be an entrance except in the case of voluntary descent into

the manifested world, whether of a being already 'delivered’, or of a being representing
the direct expression of a 'supra-cosmic' principle. But it is obvious that these
exceptional cases do not enter into the 'nmormal’ processes that we are here considering.

We will only observe that it is easy to understand thereby the reason why the birth of the
Avatara is considered to take place at the time of the winter solstice, the time of
Christmas in the Christian tradition.

In the day, the ascending half is from midnight to midday, and the descending half from
midday to midnight; midnight corresponds to winter and to the north, midday to
summer and the south, morning corresponds to springtime and to the east (the direction
of sunrise), and evening to autumn and the west (the direction of sunset). Thus, the
phases of the day, like those of the month, but on a yet more reduced scale, reproduce
analogically those of the year, and it is the same, more generally, for any cycle which,
whatever may be its extent, is always divided naturally according to the same
quaternary law. According to Christian symbolism, the birth of the Avatara takes place
not only at the winter solstice, but also at midnight; it is doubly in correspondence,
therefore, with the 'door of the gods'. On the other hand, according to Masonic
symbolism, the initiatic process is accomplished 'from midday to midnight', which is no
less exact if one considers this process as a movement from the 'door of men' to the
'door of the gods'; the objection one might be tempted to make by reason of the
'descending’ character of this period is resolved by an application of the 'inverse sense'
of the analogy, as we shall see below.

This relates directly to the question of the direction of ritual 'circumambula- tions' in
different traditional forms. According to the 'solar' modality of symbolism, this direction
is that which is here indicated, the 'circumambulation' being thus accomplished with the
center about which one turns constantly on one's right. In the 'polar' modality, it is
accomplished in the opposite direction from the former, therefore with the center to
one's left. The first case is that of the pradak- shina, such as is used in the Hindu and
Tibetan traditions; the second case is found especially in the Islamic tradition. It is
perhaps not without interest to point out that the direction of these 'circumambulations’,
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proceeding respectively from left to right and from right to left, also corresponds to the
direction of the script in the sacred languages of these same traditional forms. — In the
present form of Masonry, the direction of the 'circumambulations'is 'solar'; but it seems
on the contrary to have been 'polar' in the ancient 'operative' ritual, according to which
'Solomon's throne' was placed in the west and not in the east.

o Bhagavad-Gita, 8,26. — One might note that the 'light' and 'darkness' characterize

respectively these two ways, corresponding exactly to the two complementary principles
yang and yitt of the Far-Eastern tradition.

To this double point of view there corresponds, among other applications, the fact that
in geographical or other representations the point placed above may be either the north
or the south; in China, it is the south; and in the Western world it was the same with the
Romans and even during a part of the Middle Ages. This usage, moreover, is in reality,
as we have just said, the most correct as regards the representation of terrestrial things,
while on the contrary, when it is a matter of celestial things, it is the north which
normally must be placed above; but it goes without saying that the predominance of one
or the other of the two points of view, according to the traditional forms or according to
the epochs, may determine the adoption of a single arrangement for every case without
distinction; and in this respect, the fact of placing the north or the south above,
generally appears to be especially linked to the differences of the two modalities, 'polar’
and 'solar', the point placed above being that which the viewer has before him when he
orients himself according to one or the other of these latter, as we shall explain in the
following note.
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In this connection, let us point out incidentally another case where a similar point
preserves a constant meaning throughout certain changes that constitute apparent
reversals: orientation may be taken according to either one or the other of the two
'polar' or 'solar' modalities of symbolism; in the first, looking at the pole star, that is,
turning toward the north, one has the east to the right; in the second, looking at the sun
at the meridian, that is, turning toward the south, one has on the contrary the east to the
left; these two modalities have been in use, notably in China at different epochs. Thus
the side given pre-eminence has been sometimes the right and sometimes the left; but in
effect, it has always been the east, that is, the 'side of light'. — Let us add that yet other
modes of orientation exist, for example, by turning oneself toward the rising sun; it is to
this latter that the Sanskrit designation of the south as DAKSHINA, or 'side of the right'
refers; and it is also that which was used in the West by the medieval builders to orient
churches. [On the question of orientation see also The Great Triad, chap. 7. ED.]

To give an example of this application, in fairly close relation moreover with what is
involved here, since the 'culmination’ of the visible sun takes place at midday, that of the
'spiritual sun' could be envisaged symbolically as taking place at midnight. This is why
it is said that those initiated into the 'greater mysteries' of antiquity 'contemplated the
sun at midnight'. From this point of view, night represents no longer the absence or
privation of light, but rather its principial state of non-manifestation, which moreover
corresponds strictly to the higher meaning of darkness or of the color black as a symbol
of the non-manifested; and it is also in this sense that we must understand certain
teachings of Islamic esoterism, according to which 'the night is preferable to the day'.
One can note, besides, that, if'solar’ symbolism has an obvious relationship with day,
'polar' symbolism for its part has a certain connection with night;, and further, it is
significant in this respect that the 'midnight sun' should, in the order of sensory
phenomena, have its literal representation in the Hyperborean regions, that is, the
actual place of origin of the primordial tradition.
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1 La Basilique pythagoricienne de la Porte Majeure. — Not having the book at hand, we quote
from the article published earlier, under the same title, in La Revue des Deux Mondes
(issue of November 15,1926).
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2 The Sanskrit yana has the same root as the Latin ire, and according to Cicero it is from
this root that the name of Janus itself is derived, its form moreover being singularly
close to that of yana.

3 This was also represented, in an exoteric and 'moralizing' form, by the myth of Hercules
between Virtue and Vice, a symbolism preserved in the sixth trump of the Tarot. This
ancient Pythagorean symbol had moreover other rather singular survivals: thus it is
found again during the Renaissance in the trademark of the printer Nicolas du Chemin,
designed by Jean Cousin.

152 @5 sl dedl 5 b gms s M iy ) 5 L) e Vs
Co

5 Let us note that the word initiate derives from in-ire ['to go into'], so that here we find
yet again the verb ire, to which the name Janus is linked.
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6 The winter feast of St John [that is, St John the Evangelist] is thus quite near the feast of
Christmas which, from another point of view, corresponds no less exactly to the winter
solstice, as previously explained. A thirteenth-century stained- glass window of the
Church of St Remy at Rheims offers a particularly curious and no doubt exceptional
representation with regard to our present consideration. The question of which of the
two Saint Johns it represents has been discussed in vain; the truth is that, without there
being any need to see in it the least confusion, it represents both, synthesized in the
figure of a single personage, as is shown by the two sunflowers facing in opposite
directions, above his head, and corresponding here to the two solstices and to the two
faces of Janus. Further, let us note in passing as a curiosity, that the popular expression
John who weeps and John who laughs' is in reality reminiscent of the two opposite
faces of Janus.

7 We recall that the 'Lodge of St John', although not assimilated symbolically to the cave,
is nonetheless like it a figure of the 'cosmos'; the description of its 'dimensions’ is
particularly clear in this respect: its length is 'from east to west', its breadth 'from south
to north', its height 'from earth to heaven', and its depth 'from the surface of the earth to
its center'. And it may be noted, as a remarkable correspondence concerning the height
of the Lodge, that according to the Islamic tradition the site of a mosque is considered
consecrated not only at the surface of the earth, but from the earth to the 'seventh
heaven'. Moreover, it is said that 'in the Lodge of St John temples are raised for virtue
and dungeons dug for vice." These two ideas of'raising' and 'digging’ relate to the two
vertical 'dimensions' height and depth, which are reckoned according to the two halves
of a single axis running from 'zenith to nadir', taken in an inverse direction from one
another. These two opposite directions correspond respectively to sattva and to tamas
(the expansion of the two horizontal dimensions corresponding to rajas), that is, to the
two tendencies of the being, toward the heavens (the temple) and toward the hells (the
dungeon), tendencies which here are 'allegorized', rather than symbolized strictly
speaking, by the notions of'virtue' and "ice', exactly as in the myth of Hercules just
mentioned above.

8 In Masonic symbolism, two parallel tangents to a circle are considered in one of several
meanings to represent the two Saint Johns. If this circle is considered a representation
of the annual cycle, the points of contact of these two tangents, which are diametrically
opposed, then correspond to the two solstitial points.
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7 On ancient Spanish coins, a representation of the pillars of Hercules can be seen, in
which they are joined by a kind of banner on which the motto ne plus ultra is
inscribed; now, a fact that seems little enough known, and which we mention here only
as a curiosity, is that the usual sign of the American dollar is derived from this figure.
But here all the importance has been given to the banner, which originally was only
accessory and which has been changed into the letter 'S', the form of which it somewhat
approximates, while the two columns, which constituted the essential element, were
reduced to two short parallel strokes, vertical like the two tangents to the circle in
Masonic symbolism, which we have just now explained,; and this is all not without a
certain irony, since it was precisely the 'discovery' of America that in fact annulled the
ancient geographical application of the ne plus ultra.
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1 'The Symbolism of the Dome', later included in 'The Door in the Sky (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1997). Ed
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3 If a church has the form of a Latin cross, as is most commonly the case, it is fitting to
note that this cross can be obtained by the development out of a cube of which all the
faces are folded down onto its base plane. The face at the cube's base, which naturally
remains in its original position, corresponds therefore to the central part above which
the cupola rises.

4 In certain representations belonging to Royal Arch Masonry, the 'celestial’ significance
of the soffit is formally indicated by the representation on it of a part of the zodiac, one
of the 'solstitial doors' then being placed on the 'keystone'; moreover, the 'door’ would
normally have to be different according to whether the point in question is considered
as an 'entrance’ or an 'exit', in keeping with what we have explained above.

5 In Masonic initiation, the passage from square to arch properly represents a passage
'from Earth to Heaven' (whence the term exaltation to designate admission to the grade
of Royal Arch), that is, from the domain of the 'lesser mysteries' to that of the 'greater
mysteries', with, in the case of the latter, the 'sacerdotal’ and 'royal' aspects, for the
complete title is Holy {and) Royal Arch, although, for historical reasons that need not
detain us here, the 'sacerdotal art' has in the end largely given way to the 'royal art'.
The circular and square forms are also called to mind by the compass and the try-
square, which serve respectively to trace them, and which are taken as symbols of two
complementary principles, as are, in fact, Heaven and Earth [cf. The Reign of Quantity
and the Signs of the Times, chap. 20; and The Great Triad, chap. 3].
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9 According to the Critias of Plato, the great temple of Poseidonis, capital of Adantis,
also had a double square as base; if the side of the square is taken as unity, the
diagonal of the double square is equal to V5.

Hikal Debir

10 In the Temple of Solomon, the was the 'Holy' and the was the 'Holy of Holies'.

ihrab S .. .
11 In a mosque, the ™, which is a semicircular niche, corresponds to the apse of a

church, and it also indicates the ™" that is, the ritual orientation; but here this
orientation, being directed toward a center which is a definite point on the surface of
the earth, naturally varies according to location. part is then open to the sky, but it is
precisely the celestial vault itself that in this case plays the part of a natural dome. In
this comnection, incidentally, there is a certain relation in a given traditional form
between the arrangement of the house and the constitution of the family, thus in the
Islamic tradition, the quadrilateral ordering of the house (Which normally should be
entirely closed outside, all the windows opening onto the inner courtyard) is connected
with the limitation of the number of wives to four at most, each of them thus having as
her own domain one of the sides of the quadrilateral.

12
bl

Sometimes the dome itself may not exist in the actual construction, without however the
symbolic meaning being thereby altered; we would allude to the traditional type of
house arranged in a square around an inner courtyard. The central
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1 In the Far-Eastern tradition, the comparison of heaven and earth to the two boards of a
bellows corresponds to this exactly. In the Hebrew tradition, the antariksha is also the
'firmament in the midst of the waters', separating the 'lower waters' from the 'upper
waters' (Gen. 1:6); furthermore, the idea expressed in Latin by the word firmamentum
corresponds, to the 'adamantine’ character frequently attributed to the 'World Axis'.
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7 The throne, insofar as it is a seat, is in one sense the equivalent of the altar, the latter
being the seat of Agrtv, the cosmic chariot is also driven by Agtti, or by the sun, which
then has as its seat the 'box' of the chariot; and as for the relationship of the 'World
Axis" with the antariksha, it can again be observed that when the altar or hearth is
placed beneath the central opening of the vault of an edifice, Agtti's 'column of smoke'
which rises and issues forth by this opening represents the 'World Axis'.

8 In this connection we can also refer back to the description of the 'macrocos- mic' body
of Vaishvanara, in which the totality of luminous celestial spheres are likened to the
upper part of the head, that is, to the cranial vault (see Man and His Becoming
according to the Vedanta, chap. 12).
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6 Chandogya Upanishad 3.4.10.
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10 In the symbolism of archery, the center of the target has the same significance; without
dwelling on this subject here, we will only recall that the arrow is yet another 'axial’
symbol and also one of the most frequent figurations of the 'solar ray'. In certain cases
a thread is attached to the arrow and must pass through the target; this strikingly
recalls the Gospel image of the 'eye of the needle', and the symbol of the thread (sutra)
is moreover to be found also in the term sutratma.
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6 Luc Benoist, Art du Monde, la spiritualite du metier [Paris: Gallimard, 1941], P90.
7 Cf. ibid., p65.
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9 'Notes on Angelic Number Symbolism in the Arabic Alphabet’, in Insights into Islamic
Esoterism and Taoism, chap. 6.
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6 'Eckstein’, in the review Speculum, January 1939 [reviewed by Guinon in Etudes
Tmditionnelles, May 1939. Included as chap. 18 in What is Civilisation? (Great
Barrington, MA: Lindisfarne Press, 1989].
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8 According to operative ritual, the 'first stone' is, as we have said, that of the northeast

corner; the stones of the other angles are then placed successively following the
direction of the apparent course of the sun: southeast, southwest, northwest.
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10 The expression to heave over is rather odd, and apparently little used in this sense in
modern English; it would seem that it could mean 'to raise' or 'to lift up', but, according
to the rest of the phrase, it is clear that here it really applies to the 'rejection’ of the
stone.

\J)} Jb ‘c-L«“H,} ‘uaf}lb’ Wa Jaa)) %}wlﬁj 3.;.0\;)\ EL,}AL\ v JJLAH OK ..\3}
‘(_gj:ﬁb\ﬁw’) ‘(_;M\)\fﬂy‘, Léﬁ.c L.b

220

11



sl ole ool 5o

P S sl 3wy ckephale WLs)) 3K
o5 I ) Gl ety Al e U ame Y Fly “capitulum
G, Y OV 8 sl Gy Wl B o) (G 3wl O b
SIA G D) 2 s s ol ke o r;y\ Sy Ul
Aol & Caey 3 M Lé:dtpinnah W sy el (o]
L;)j,aj\ plnnah W e € ) u-vb &*$ rosh pinnah _ysss
A G o sy pinnah ha- amuﬂU\ sy s ¢ ey g

K caput uﬂ\)\ U..,ab u,wu)\) ¢ angulospopulorum LW
o 01 I3 e 33 e ) ak panim WS e o 0 ba s
556 s O K Mlain dulys g L By ) etk
acer i 5Ny akros 43l slly [T 3k Saiedl 3 @od y ezl 4,20
ol o Seadl Gl 3 daddl 4, Usle X8, cacies
Sy cextremity 1 )l uld) 350 sl LT LT, K Yo, 3,
sda 5 Uy aed) Jo i el L U 2Ll gl s Y1 e
S G IS E pee oo B L F b UL ol
A ol A g Pl el o2 U el a of

Skzel A1)

| [ . .
<J<> S[) a ) AW (3 e ) 25 12 K
‘ A L7 e ULl 38, oo 2l O BT aeN

( G ﬂ & @l k;xl\ Wy carcanum LowN (plas,
E 5 Y1 e G A1 31 G arcane s

nt

-

1 h¢ Septuagint also uses the word gonia here.

1 v [tr. from English by E.J. Levy and J. Auboyer (Paris: Paul
tef A Comparative Study (New York: Russell & Russell,
1g the expression 'faces of the earth' used in the Fiji islands

Figure 14 B In the first centuries of Christianity the Greek word karai
served to designate the fivel 'faces' or 'heads of the Church', that is, the five chief

patriarchates, Constantinople, Alexandria, Rome, Antioch, Jerusalem [lerusalem] of
which the initial letters taken together form this word.

14 It may be noted that the English word comer is obviously derived from cornu.

15 In this sense there are not only four 'cornerstones’ at the base, but there are also others
at any level of the construction; and these stones are all of the same ordinary form,
rectilinear and rectangular (that is, hewn " """ the word *"“° moreover having here
the double meaning of'try-square' and 'square’) in contrast with the unique case of the
'keystone’.
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16 It would be interesting to look into whether there may be a real etymological kinship
between the Arabic and Latin words, even in the ancient usage of the latter (for
example, in the P of the earliest Christians), or whether it is only a question of
a 'convergence' that occurred only later with the Hermeticists of the Middle Ages.

17 This assimilation of the four elements to the four angles of a square is naturally also
related to the correspondence existing between these same elements and the cardinal
points.

18 It would be in the same plane (at its central point) if that plane were taken to represent
an entire state of existence; but such is not the case here, since it is the whole edifice
that is an image of the world. — Let it be noted in this connection that the horizontal
projection of the pyramid, which we shall consider a little further on, consists of the
square base with its diagonals, along which the lateral edges are projected, with the
summit at their meeting-point, that is, at the very center of the square.

19 In the sense of'mystery’ that we indicated above, rukn al-arkan is the equivalent of sirr
al-asrar, which as we have explained elsewhere is represented by the upper point of the
letter alifi since the n/i/itself represents the 'World Axis', this corresponds exactly to the
position of the 'keystone', as we shall see yet more clearly in what follows.
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20 The term 'crowning' is here related to the designation of the 'crown' of the head by
reason of the symbolic assimilation that we noted previously between the 'eye of the
dome' and the Prema-randhra- Sfurthermore, it is known that the crown, like horns, expresses
essentially the idea of elevation. There is reason to note in this connection that the oath
of the *' " grade contains an allusion to ™ <" & ™ U \ohich suggests a parallel
between the opening of the latter (as in the rites of posthumous trepanation) and the
removing o £ the ¥ In g general way moreover the so-called 'penalties’ expressed in the
oaths of the different Masonic grades, as well as the signs that correspond to them, in
reality relate to the several subtle centers of the human being.

21 In the meaning of the word 'achieve' or of the somewhat ancient equivalent expression
bring to a head' ™" " " the idea of 'head' is associated with that ofend’, which
corresponds well to the location of the 'cornerstone’, both as 'summit stone' and as 'last
stone’ of the edifice. We should mention yet another term derived from 'Y the " of a
church is its 'head’, that is, the eastern extremity where the apse is located, the
semicircular shape of which, in the horizontal plane, corresponds to the dome or cupola
in a vertical elevation, as we have explained on another occasion.

22 The word 'work' (") is used both in architecture and in alchemy, and we shall see
that it is not without reason that we make this comparison: in architecture, the
achievement of the work is the 'cornerstone'; in alchemy, it is the 'philosophers’ stone'.

23 It must be noted that in certain Masonic rites the grades corresponding more or less
exactly to this upper part of the structure (we say 'more or less exactly',

24 For the setting into place of that stone we find the expression to bring forth the
copestone, whose meaning is again somewhat unclear at first sight: to bring forth
means literally 'to produce’ (in the etymological sense of the Latin producere) or 'to
bring to light'; since the stone has already been rejected previously in the course of the
construction, there can be no question of its 'production’ in the sense of being 'putting
together' on the day when the work is finished, but since it was among the rubbish it is a
question of extricating it and therefore of bringing it back to light in order to place it
prominently at the summit of the edifice, so that it becomes the 'head of the angle'; and
thus, to bring forth here is the opposite of to heave over.
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25 Stauros also means 'cross', and in Christian symbolism the cross is assimilated, as we
know, to the 'World Axis'. Coomaraswamy links this word to the Sanskrit sthavara,
'firm' or 'stable’, which is indeed fitting for a pillar and which moreover agrees with the
meaning of'stability’ given to the joining of the names of the two columns of the Temple
of Solomon.

26 It is this summit of the 'axial pillar' which corresponds, as we said, to the upper point of
the alif'in the symbolism of Arabic letters; and as regards the terms keystone and 'key of
the vault’, we recall also that as symbol the key itself has an 'axial’ significance.

27 Coomaraswamy recalls the symbolic identity of the roof (and more particularly so when
it is in the form of a vault) with the parasol; and we will add in this connection that the
Chinese symbol of the 'Great Extreme' ("™"") literally designates a 'pinnacle’ or 'peak’:

it is in fact the summit of the 'roof of the world'.

28  Mamwseriptof Munich - o1 195, folio 3 (Lutz and Perdrizet, ' plate ™" a photograph of this was
sent to us by Coomaraswamy, and it was reproduced in the " #1¢n XVIL P50 g 20 by,
Erwin Panofsky, who considers this illustration as the closest to the prototype and who
. . . lapis in caput anguli keystone. .
in this connection speaks of the as of a It could also be said,
following our previous explanations, that this figure represents ™ "rnseforth of the copesione.

29 A parallel could be drawn in this regard between the 'stone descended from heaven' and
the 'bread descended from heaven', for there are important symbolic relationships
between stone and bread; but this falls outside the scope of the present study. In all
cases, the 'descent from heaven' naturally represents the avat- arana.
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30 Cf. also the symbolic stone of the Estoile Internelle of which Charbonneau- Lassay has
spoken and which, like the emerald of the Grail, is a faceted stone; this stone, in the cup
into which it is set, corresponds exactly to the jewel in the lotus' (manipadme) of
Mahayana Buddhism.

31 The 'legends’ of the Compagnonnage [or association of guilds] in all its branches bear
witness to this, no less than do those 'remnants' proper to ancient operative Masonry
which we have been considering here.

32 Thus in no way could it be—as some have claimed—an allusion to an incident that
occurred during the construction of the 'Great Pyramid', which as a result supposedly
remained unfinished, a dubious hypothesis in itself and an historical question that is
probably insoluble; moreover, this 'unfinished state' would itself run directly counter to
the symbolism according to which the stone that had been rejected finally takes its
eminent place as 'head of the angle’.

33
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34 [John Joseph] Stoudt, Consider The Lilies, How They Grow: An Interpretation of the
Symbolism of Pennsylvania German Art [Allentown, Pennsylvania German Folklore
Society, '’ apropos of the meaning of an ornamental motif in the form of a diamond,
explained by writings in which Christ is spoken of as being the Eckstein. — The double
meaning of this word is plausibly explained from the etymological point of view, by the
fact that it can be understood both as 'angle stone' [pierre d'angle] and as 'angled
stone' [pierre & angles], that is, a faceted stone,; but this explanation, of course, takes
nothing from the validity of the symbolic connection indicated by the union of these two
meanings in one and the same word.
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36  The uncut diamond naturally has eight angles, and the sacrificial post 04) must be
made 'of eight angles' (“"") to represent the """ (which here is also understood in its
other sense of "thunderbolt’); the Pali word ‘™", literally 'of eight angles', means both

'diamond' and 'pillar’.

37 From the 'constructive' point of view, it is the 'perfection’ of the realization of the
architect's plan; from the alchemical point of view, it is the 'perfection’ or the ultimate
end of the 'Great Work'; and there is an exact correspondence between the one and the
other.

38 The diamond among stones and gold among metals are both what is most precious, and
they also have a ‘'luminous' and 'solar' character; but the diamond, like the
'philosophers' stone' to which it is here assimilated, is held to be even more precious
than gold.

39 The symbolism of the 'cornerstone' is expressly mentioned for example in various
passages of the Hermetic works of Robert Fludd, cited by A.E. Waite in ™ Secre! Tradition in
Freemasonry 11 ondon: Rider & Co., 19371 278 1t yust be said, moreover, that these texts
seem to contain the confusion with the 'foundation stone' that we mentioned at the
beginning, and what the author himself, in quoting them, says about the 'cornerstone’ in
several places in the same book, hardly clarifies the question and can rather only
contribute to maintaining this same confusion.
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The & (3 lapis exillix o\ lapis exilis % sl L=y oF AE. Waite &y 3 52
New Hyde Park: Holy Grail: The Galahad Quest in the Arthurian Literature
oLl NS ey cdale 'C.J)\ & ki oledl [)T;Jﬁ «University Books, 1961
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2 We do not think there is any reason for taking much account of the Latin word exilis,
taken in its literal sense of 'thin' or "tenuous', unless perhaps one might
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Again The King of the World, chap. 9. — The Omphalos was moreover a 'baetyl’, a
designation identical with Beth-el, or 'house of God'.
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18 See Perspectives on Initiation, chap. 48. — This connection with the luz is clearly
suggested moreover by the parallels we have pointed out above with Bethel and with the
'third eye' (see on this subject The King of the World, chap. 7).
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4 The Sanskrit praja is identical to the Latin progenies.
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Cf. what we have said on the subject of angels in 'Monotheism and Angelology' [See
Miscellanea, pt. 1, chap. 2]. It is to be understood of course that in all this it is always a
question of aspects of the divine Word with which 'Universal Man' is effectively
identified.

7 '"Atmayajna: Self-Sacrifice’ [Coomaraswamy: Selected Papers, 2, Metaphysics, ed.
Roger Lipsey (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1977)].
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9 Cf. also the murder and dismemberment in the Greek mysteries of Zagreus by the
Titans. It is known that these latter are the equivalents of the Asuras of the Hindu
tradition. It is worth noting, moreover, that current usage itself applies the same word
Victim' both in the case of sacrifice and in that of murder.
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12 Cf. A.K. Coomaraswamy, Hinduism and Buddhism [New York: Philosophical Library,
1943], p26.
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Satapatha Brahmana m.2.1.5-7. — On another level, these two colors also represent
heaven and earth, but attention must be paid to the fact that by reason of their
correspondence with the unmanifested and the manifested, it is then black that is linked
to heaven and white to earth, so that the relations existing in the case of yin-yang are
inverted,; moreover, this is only an application of the inverse sense of analogy. The
initiate must touch the junction of the black and white hairs, thus uniting the
complementary principles from which he is to be born a 'Son of Heaven and of Earth’
(cf. The Great Triad, chap. 9).

This is also the symbolism of the Dioscuri [Castor and Pollux]; the relation of these
with the two hemispheres or the two halves of the 'World Egg' brings us back moreover
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to the consideration of heaven and earth, which we indicated in the previous note (cf.
The Great Triad, chap. 5).
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1 We will therefore say no more about the assimilation of Cybele to a 'mare’ (cavale), nor
about the parallel that some have sought to draw with 'chivalry', nor, again, about the
no less imaginary connection with the 'Kabbalah'.
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4 In connection with this, see 'Lapsit exillis' [chap. 44 above]. — There exists in India a
tradition according to which at one time mountains could fly. Indra hurled them to
Earth and fixed them there by striking them with lightning, this is manifestly to be
compared further with the origin of the 'black stones'.
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We have called attention in a review [ fjudes Traditionnelles, January-Febru- ary 1946]
to the incredible supposition of the existence of a so-called 'goddess Kaaba' who
supposedly would have been represented by the 'black stone' of Mecca, also called
Kab'ah, this is another example of the same confusion, and since then we have been
surprised again to read the same thing elsewhere, which shows that this error would
seem to be current in certain Western circles. It must be recalled, therefore, that
Ka'bah is in no way the name of the 'black stone’, this latter not being cubic, but is the
name of the edifice in one corner of which this stone, which is indeed in the form of a
cube, is set; and if the Ka'bah is also Bayt Allah ("house of God', like the Beth-el of
Genesis), it has however never itself been considered as adi- vinity. Moreover, it is very
probable that the peculiar invention of the so-called 'goddess Kaaba' was in fact
suggested by the above-mentioned comparison of Kubele and Kubos.

6 See The Reign of Quantity and the Signs of the Times, chap. 20.

7 See again 'Lapsit exillis'.
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1 Cf. A.K. Coomaraswamy, 'The Inverted Tree' [see chap. 51,112]

2 Among the Greeks, ‘ambrosia’, inasmuch as it was distinguished from 'nectar’, is also a
food, even though its name may be etymologically identical with that of amrita.
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7 In this connection, considerations could also be developed from the relationship of the
sun and its revolutions with time Kald’ which 'devours' manifested beings.
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8 Cf. The Esoterism of Dante, chap. 5, and The King of the World, chap. 4.

9 This aspect was developed more explicitly in the Taoist tradition than anywhere else.

10 In Sanskrit, the word visha, 'poison’ or 'draught of death’, is considered the antithesis of
amrita, or 'draught of immortality'.
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10 71 . .
7 Cf. The Esoterism of Dante, chaps. 2 and 3.
8 Convivio 11,14.
9 It must be said that this correspondence of the ascent and of the re-descent sometimes

seems to be inverted; but this may simply result from some alteration of the primitive
meaning, as often happens in the more or less confused and incomplete state in which
the Western initiatic rituals have come down to us.
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2 'Some Pali Words', [in Coomaraswamy 2: Selected Papers, Metaphysics, ed.
Roger Lipsey (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1977); the word pasha is treated
on pp308-9. Ed].
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5 Cf. the representations of Shinje, the Tibetan form of Yama.

6 Cf. Dante, Purgatory x, 16.

7 This symbol of the "vital knot' in the rites of the Compagnonnage is represented by a
cravat knotted in a special way, the equivalence with the running knot or the loop of the
pasha is obvious here.
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8 Cf. 'Cologne or Strasbourg?' in Studies in Freemasonry and the Compagnonnage, and
chap. 26 of the present work. Ed.
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Whence the symbolic signification of words such as Pontifex and Tirthan kara, which
we have mentioned elsewhere; hence, too, in Sanskrit, diverse terms containing
etymologically the idea of 'crossing', including Avatara, which literally means a
'downward crossing' (avatarana), that is, the 'descent’ of a Saviour.

 Coomaraswamy points out in this connection that the symbol of the barque of salvation (in
Sanskrit, tiava, in Latin navis) is found in the designation of the 'nave' of a church, this
barque is an attribute of St Peter, after having been an attribute of Janus, just as were
the keys, as we have explained elsewhere.
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1 In Zalmoxis, 11,1939. [Republished in Coomaraswamy: Selected Papers 1, Tra-
ditional Art and Symbolism, ed. Roger Lipsey (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1977.) E*
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14 These are properly speaking the states of supra-formal manifestation, the Cosmos must
be considered as comprising all manifestation, supra-formal as well as formal, while
that which is beyond the Cosmos is the non-manifested.
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Both this intermediary world and the earth (Bhumi) belong to the domain of the human
state, of which they constitute respectively the subtle and gross modalities, this is why,
as Coomaraswamy quite rightly remarks in noting the correspondence of the Vedic
symbolism of the perforated bricks with that of the ritual jades pi and ts'ung of the
Chinese tradition (which represent respectively heaven and earth), that the pi, which is
a disc with a pierced center, corresponds to the upper brick, while the ts'ung, whose
form is a hollow cylinder inside and a paral- lelpiped with a square base on the outside,
must be considered as corresponding to the two other bricks taken together, the entire
human domain thus being represented by a single object.
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'The Head of the Monster in Khmer and Far-Eastern Decoration' in Journal of the Indian
Society of Oriental Art, 1948.

4 'Le Culte de l'ours et du tigre et le "T'ao t'ie", in Zalmoxis, 1,1938.
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12 The 'solar door' (surya-dvara) is the 'door of Deliverance' (mukti-dvara); the door (dvara)
and the mouth (mukha) are here equivalent symbols. The sun, as 'Face of God', is likewise
represented by a lion mask on a Christian sarcophagus at Ravenna.
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7 This tablet is reproduced in The Babylonian Legends of the Creation and the Fight
between Bel and the Dragon as told by Assyrian Tablets from Nineveh (a publication of
the British Museum).

8 This number 8 may have in this context a certain connection with the Christian symbolism
of the e (o the symbolism of the eighth card of the Tarot); the solar God, before
whom moreover this representation is placed, holds in one of his hands 'a disc and a rod
which are the conventional representations of the measuring line and of the staff of
Jjustice'. On the subject of the first of these two emblems, let us recall the relationship that
exists between the symbolism of 'measure’ and that of the 'solar rays' (see The Reign of
Quantity and the Signs of the Times, chap. 3).
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24 There is here something like a 'resorption’ of the axis by the being traversing it, as we
have already explained in The Great Triad, to which we will also refer on certain other
related points, notably concerning the identification of that being with the axis itself,
whatever may be the symbol by which the latter is represented, and also, consequently,
with the bridge, which gives the true meaning of the 'pontifical’ function, which is very
clearly alluded to, among other traditional formulas, by this Celtic phrase from the
Mabinogion cited as an epigram by Mrs Coomaraswamy: 'He who would be Chief, let
him be the Bridge.’
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6 The 'Board of the Lodge', which figures at the head of Ragon's Mafonnerie occulte, in
fact no longer in common use, is manifestly incorrect, not only for which the extremities
of the 'chain of union' correspond. In this connection it should be noted that a similar
arrangement, though in a circular form, is found in certain megalithic monuments
whose connection to the zodiac is equally obvious. the number of knots in the 'chain of
union' but also for the strange and even inexplicable position attributed to the zodiacal
Signs.

7 Some people think these twelve knots imply, 'ideally’ at least, the existence of an equal
number of columns—ten in addition to the two columns of the west to which the
extremities of the 'chain of union' correspond. In this connection it should be noted that
a similar arrangement, though in a circular form, is found in certain megalithic
monuments whose connection to the zodiac is equally obvious.
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1 'The Iconography of Durer's "Knots" and Leonardo's "Concatenations', in The Art
Quarterly, Spring 1944.

2 We might recall here the pentalpha, which, as sign of recognition of the Pythagoreans,
had to be drawn without a break in continuity.
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number of interesting facts about architectural symbolism, but unfortunately he was not
able to discern their true meaning.
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designated 'coagulation’ (see The Great Triad, chap. 6).
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3 Le Coeur du Monde dans la Kabbale hebralque' [see also The King of the World, chap.
7 and in The Symbolism of the Cross, chaps.”’ and "

4 '‘Corporative Signs and their Original Meaning', Studies in Freemasonry and the
Compagnonnage, chap. "

5 CF. The Symbolism of the Cross, ESPECIALLY CHAP. 3. Ed.
6 'The Idea of the Center in the Traditions of Antiquity' [chap §].

7 'Les Arbres du Paradis'in Regnabit, March 1926, p295. [See also The Symbolism of the
Cross, chaps. 9 and 25. Ed.)
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10 The Scholastic adage esse et unum convertuntur may be recalled here.
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The essential identity of these two aspects is also represented by the numerical
equivalence of the names El Elion, 'God Most High', and Emmanuel, 'God in us' (cf.
The King of the World, chap. 6).
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In this connection, the kinship of the Latin words gramen, 'grain’, and ger- men,
'‘germ’ should be noted. In Sanskrit, the word dhatu also serves to designate the verbal
root, as being the 'seed’' whose development gives birth to language in its entirety (cf.
Man and His Becoming according to the Vedanta, chap. n).
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37 We take the word 'existence' in its strictly etymological sense: existere, that is,

exstare, 'to have one's being from something other than oneself, 'to be dependent on a
higher principle’; existence thus understood is therefore strictly contingent, relative,
conditioned, the mode of being of that which does not have its own sufficient reason in

itself.
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2 Chandogya Upanishad 8.1.2.
3 See our study 'The Hindu Theory of the Five Elements' (Studies in Hinduism, chap. 4).

4 On the subject of the cavity or 'cavern' of the heart, considered more especially as the
'place’ where the birth of the Avatara is accomplished, see also Perspectives on Initiation,
chap. 48.

363



L(,.\.a Py Jwld 6\)\ oF ok u\l.wc (‘\ dnds [l =K1 sy (0B 2
RO v UXJ LA o) d\.a: JEL e ey copndly OBL ol s Lid
Vot 15T 6 Wl sty 08U G o s B ot Y 6] 580 3l
13 L13 LeloSano) il e ks i s Ly 0 K0s e T pil) il
SdL b &l bns 4akae (3 “seat of the soul il Ca}é > uc;\
NP \.a}j..“.u O da2b (ool oda L] acud) w\.\.l\ Cand o1 allas
(Ll o) 395 BLT 5o I Ol sn Jnt 50 ) V..@A’ .S Do Lo (215
s~ Wa2ly, olleVisds Ky ¢ S s ) lalie 4y %l a2y 05014
G sl 8 NS e 1€ )y udl Vs Lo Suad ] e w55 L)
oo s gl Caldd) ke il Ve ) Gealig ke S b il
s b S O30 L 156 ey ol s ke B ag el o E2 0p> b plB
Je @i jo ] caldll ells Opn50 8 (2 S “:;496” BY OIS
de ey tlsinl o o 20d) sV s Sl o s Aoy (55,7580
sl oo bae (,JAM de et AN 8 mentality 322e Lo £ S|
113 s e V) cd

5y il JLET G Lam L b By iodaze il U L0000 30 s
e Wl OLY) §T1L 1 G pid sy cale il il ALl
G5 U eds el ca.m%h.w)g,;ﬁ \,Umju\j\juy;,
L ﬁ) O e Wik .:\.,\cb ub}m\]\ S f«j} gy JL::)\ PIPRIY
Lh=Y gy dolfle onlg’ ol 3l d\)\)\djh \$ s 6&»

35,39y sl Aoley ya e Aol (& oy Cos W B

o1 slaze W) kel e OF 8y ¢ oo i J‘pwﬂwﬁ s 01
Lt s 1 1) Gl Jorr ke o Gl ERSER
@l J,ln of 2ad) o) aladl 8 e £ éc @y Lol el ) e

Oﬁlé}ia.n‘y&jgﬁ SN Ssdadl 3 JI Sle il S L 0B el faw Ly 5
Jalzl) g0

OB Vs 3 By Y3l 9 Ol (o gad) o =L 6
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8 On this, again, we refer the reader for further details to our article, already mentioned
above, 'The Hindu Theory of the Five Elements'’.

9 On all this, see especially 'Kundalini- Yoga'in Studies in Hinduism, chap. 3.
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12 In quel punto dice veracementa che le spirito della vita, lo quale dimora nella segretissima
camera del cuore (Vita Nuova, 2) [At that moment, speaking truthfully, the vital spirit
which dwells in the most secret chamber of the heart]. which is beyond the 'three worlds';
but this distinction, despite its extreme importance from the point of view of pure
metaphysics, need not be brought into our present considerations any more than the
distinction between the two different degrees in which, correlatively, 'Union’ itself can be
envisaged.
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2 'What is Civilisation?'; we borrow from this study some of the observations that follow,
especially those concerning the linguistic perspective. [This study by Coomaraswamy is

now contained in What is Civilisation? (Great Barrington: Lind- isfarne Press, 1989).
chap. 1. ED.]

3 It is known that the letters r and I are phonetically very close and are easily interchanged,
one with the other.
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8 The equivalent Greek expression, monos politis, was applied to God by Philo.
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12 See A. K. Coomaraswamy, ""Spiritual Paternity" and the "Puppet-Complex"' [The Bugbear
of Literacy (Ghent, NY: Sophia Perennis, 1979), chap. 6].
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